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CONTACT:

Dr. David Michael Smith, Progressive Workers Organizing Committee, (832) 692-2306
Stan Merriman, Veterans for Peace, (713) 666-8444

Folko Mueller, International Socialist Organization, (713) 775-2108
John Cobarruvias, Bay Area New Democrats (281) 536-2457
Bill Crosier, Progressive Action Alliance, (713) 641-4941
Diane Wilson, Code Pink, (361) 676-0663

Twenty-one local organizations have joined together to organize a large, spirited, and peaceful  protest against Cheney, DeLay, and their policies of war, repression, injustice, and corruption. This evening, while affluent Republican donors are paying thousands of dollars to have their photographs taken with the indicted U.S. Congressman and the “Vice President of Torture,” hundreds of Houstonians will take a stand for peace, social justice, and progress.

           The protest will send a loud, clear message of opposition to the war in Iraq;  

torture as a tool of foreign  policy; the war against workers, immigrants, communities of color, women, and sexual minorities at home; the wanton corruption of the Bush Administration and Congressman Tom DeLay;  Halliburton, war profiteering, and corporate corruption; and much more. Event organizers represent diverse constituencies and interests but are united in our commitment to turning this country around and moving it in a much more humane and democratic direction. 
Stan Merriman of Veterans for Peace stated, “The Veterans for Peace—Houston Chapter denounces Vice President Cheney's and Rep. Delay's misappropriation of our military toward pre-emptive military engagement and the resultant loss of life and terrible war wounds for American Empire, rather than the legitimate protection of American citizens". 

            Dr. David Michael Smith of the Progressive Workers Organizing Committee stated, “In addition to waging an unjustified war in Iraq, the Bush Administration is supporting the outsourcing of millions of jobs, attacking Social Security, turning its back on Katrina victims, violating civil liberties and civil rights, and trying to wipe out women’s reproductive freedom. Both the war in Iraq and the war at home must be stopped.”

John Cobarruvias of the Bay Area New Democrats, stated, “"While the Vice President is raising money for the morally and ethically bankrupt Congressman DeLay, our soldiers are fighting in an endless war in Iraq. It is clear their ethics and values do not reflect the vast majority of Americans."

            Bill Crosier of the Progressive Action Alliance stated, “We believe in a strong democracy based on ethics, and leading the world by example. Cheney and DeLay stand for corruption, torture, and pre-emptive war based on lies.”

Diane Wilson of Code Pink stated, "Corporate greed and its administrative henchmen have many faces and deadly results--from the 10,000 gassed in a pesticide cloud in Bhopal, India to the tens of thousands Iraqi  and American  dead in an unjust war."

            Folko Mueller of the International Socialist Organization stated, “There are far too many reasons to list here as to why characters such as Delay and Cheney warrant the sternest opposition. However, we should not lose sight of the fact that they don't merely represent a couple of bad apples—the whole system is rotten to the core.”
Sponsoring Organizations include: 
Bay Area New Democrats (281) 536-2457
Civilians Down (713) 462-3808
Code Pink (361) 676-0663
Community Involvement Committee of the 

   First Unitarian Universalist Church (713) 705-5594
Democracy for Houston (713)301-6838
Gold Star Families for Peace—Houston (713) 309-5321
Harris County Young Democrats (713) 533-9658
Houston Global Awareness Collective (832) 493-0508
Harris County Green Party (713) 705-5594
Houston Peace Forum (713) 681-6267
International Socialist Organization (713) 775-2108
Iraq Veterans Against the War

Military Families Speak Out 
Peace Action—Greater Houston Chapter  
Progressive Action Alliance (713) 641-4941 
Progressive Populist Caucus (713) 729-3130
Progressive Workers Organizing Committee (832) 692-2306  
Texas Death Penalty Abolition Movement (713) 222-0749
Troops Out Now Coalition (713) 503-2633
Veterans for Peace (713) 666-8444
Worldwide Movement for Justice and Peace 
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